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Franco learned of the suppression through the press, for
at the time he was at the annual manoeuvres of the Academy
in the Pyrenees. He refused to believe it. Could it be possible
that for pure partisan satisfaction a work that guaranteed for
the Spanish Army an ideal staff could be undone, a work that
would be the mind and backbone of the nation's strength?
What kind of a regime was that which did not permit what
was essential for the solidity and permanence of the nation?
On July 14, General Franco bade farewell to the cadets
with a stirring speech, as an extraordinary order of the
Academy, which caused a sensation all over Spain.
"Gentlemen cadets, I would like to perform this act of
departure with the solemnity of past years, when, to the
tune of the National Anthem^ we would take out our flag
for the last time, and as yesterday, you would kiss its rich
foldsj a chill of emotion running through your bodies, and
your eyes beclouded at the thought of the glories it embodies,
But the lack of an official flag limits our affair to these un-
fortunate moments when, on making you the object to which
our farewell is directed, I wish to give you as a lesson in
military morality these last words of advice.
"The General Military Academy has functioned for three
years, and now its resplendent sun is about to rest. Years
through which we lived by your side, educating and in-
structing you, and attempting to forge for Spain the most
competent and honourable staff of officers that any nation
could hope to possess.
" We had real satisfaction on that road of thorns when the
most capable foreign experts lavished warm eulogies upon
our work, studying and praising our system and setting it
up as a model among modern institutions of military train-
ing. Real satisfaction which we offer to Spain, for we are
proud of our work and convinced of its greatest possible
success.